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On the DISADVANTAGES of FINE WEATHER*. 


«¢ Tt will be raiz to night— 
ss Let it come down.” 
SHAKESPEARE. 


To the PRINTER, 
SIR, 
Was very much pleafed with your correfpondent, Old 
Lilly’s account of the pains and misfortunes of a rainy day, 

and with thenoble author he quotes, I can fympathize with, 
“ unlearned gentlemen ina rainy day.” Doubtlefs alfo the 
rules your corrcf{pondent has laid down for alleviating the ca- 
lamitics of a rainy day would be very effe€tual, where regu- 
larly followed. I hope his letter will have an extenfive cir 
culation, becaufe the prefent feafon feems to be of a defecription 
that will probably bear very hard upon “ unlearned gentle- 
men,” if they cannot find fome employment to fvothe, or 
enable them to forget their difappointments. 

I do not, Sir, pretend to clafs myfelf with learned gentle- 
men, yet I can make a to'erable fhift with a rainy day, and I 
am fo little addicted to gadding, and fu much diflike rormal 
parties of pleafure, that a {mart fhower, or even a complete 
foaking rain feldom interrupts my purfuits. Buc 1 am not lefs 
an object of compafiion than thole * unlearned gentlemen,” 


Voi. XXVIII. 712. 22 your 


In anfwer to a Letter in our Entertainer for Auguft 29, 
page lol. 
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your correfpondent prefcribes for, although my complaint 
arifes from a very different caufe ; and after I have explained it, 
if youre orrefpon dent can afford me any relief, I fhall be ever 
teful for the obligation. 

My Sir, a mesried mass My wife (I hope I may fpeak 
candidly, for Lam not writing an epitaph) is a very good kind 
of woman, but has taken it into her he rad that health is the 
greatet of all blefings, and to be provided for by all and 
every means cither in our power or out * our power, however 
paradoxical thet may feem. Our children are as h althy 3 as 
any in the metropolis, or any where elfe,.and you would fup- 
pote the had little to com iplain of on that feore, yet the very 
circumftance that ought to afford her moft comfort, is the very 
one which creates her greatelt anxiety. Healthy and robuft as 
they are, fhe is apprehenfive left they fhould become lefs fo, if 
€ oped up at home, and is there'ore never happy unlefs when 
fhe takes thes a road to “ get the frefh air,” and take exer 
cife; and toinduce mic to join in thefe little jaunts, fhe never 
fails to difcover tnat I look pale, that 1 eat Jefls than ufual, or 
have a fever, or a coldnefs and fhivering, or perhaps my rheu- 
matifo may return, or fome other alarming fymptom muft be 
driven away by d.iving meout of doors, All this, Sir, is not 

yealy a matter to be accomp ithed as you may imagine, for it 
is attended with a very great lots of time and pretty confiderable 
expences, fo that if your correfpondent has any pity to fpage 
rom the * unlearned gentlemen ona rainy day,’” it will be 
very kind of him to beltow it upon “ men of moderate in- 
comes on a fine day.” 

Unfortunately too, | happen to have a fet of relations and 











quaintaaces, who are remarkably tenacious of good health, 

sd are alwe\s forming fome agreeable party for the “ firit 

tine day,” and fo much am | peitered with thefe engagements, 

which nothing but rain cao prevent, that IT am als aid it has 
! ] 


a {trange and mifanthropic change on my temper, and 
that | am become fo greatan enemy to my country and my 
climate, as to with for repeated fhowers, without any regard to 
the price of hay, or the (carcity of wheat. Whena hearty 
rain has iaved me the mortification of idling away a whole 
day i country, | never think whether the ground may not 
be too wetfor towing, nor whether the farmers have houfed 
their crops, [think oaly of myfelf, which you will fay is 
very felfils, and I allow it, out confider what a misfortune it is 
to have one’s happinels connected with the weather, and to 
refect that thong I preach economy to my family, they cannot 
practice it, unlefs it drup trom the clouds. 

That 
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That you may have fome idea of this affair, be plealed to 
take the following abftracts from our family weather-glats, 
which is graduated extremely accurately as to the weather, but 
not quite fo corre€tly as to the /ums of money which certain 
weather is fure to confume. 

Monday—Clear—a poftchaife to Greenwich. 

Tuefday—Somewhat cloudy—Hackney coach to Clapham. 

Wednefday—Very cloudy—Ditto—and deta.ned to dinner 
at ditto, for fear of rain. 

Thurfday—Showery and windy—at home—pot-luck. 

Friday—Clear and fine—Richmond—turbot, &c. and two 
poftchaifes. 

Saturday—Partially cloudy—Hackney coach to the Park, 
Kenfington Gardens, &c. 

Sunday—V ery fine—Hampton—two chaifes, dinner at the 
Toy, &c. 

In all, Sir, about twenty pounds, odd fhillings ; lofs of time 
not to be calculated, but gain exactly £.0 0 oO. 

Yet all this, though bad enough, is not the worft, ‘This 
relates chiefly to the {pring and fall, Thefe, Sir, are the mis- 
fortunes of a fine day, coming fingly and unaccompanied, but 
they are nothing to a /ucceffion of fine weather. Vhew it is, Sir, 
that my wife, whofe (kili in medicine is great, difcovers that 
we are all very bad, that the metropolis is a moit unhealthy 
place, and the environs little vetter,tiat we thai! pofitively 
contract afthmas, fore throats, colds, agues, and conlumptions, 
if we ftay any longer, that we thall lofe our appetites and flefhy 
and become pale and wan, weak and feeble, and that—the moft 
important of all difcoverics—the temple of Hygeia is tituated 
in the ifland of “Thanet ! ‘Thither we mutt all go, in [pite of 
all my remonttrances, in {pite of my offering to obtain from 
the phyficians a certificate of the good health of my family. 
No—they are all very ill, or they fancy they are, and phylicians 
tell us that dileafes of the imagination are as affictive to the 
patient as real gouts and fevers. 1 uced icarcely add that it is 
the fathion in all fuch diforders to take the mott expeniive 
method of cure. 

And, now, Sir, hope [have convinced your correipondent, 
that however deferving of pity untearncd gentlemen may be in 
arainy day, yet there are objects much more deterving of pity 
in fine weather, akind of weather, Sir, which modern maa- 
ners have sendered friendly only to expence and idlenels, It 
may ripen the corn and mature the fruits of the eart! 
obliges us at the fametime to meddle with them io a very 
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fparing way, and I am certain, had it not veen for the profpect 
we have of awet feafon, my affairs would have been rather 
embarraffed. ‘There is no evil fo great, but what we may 
derive fome benefit from it, andunleis the months of Augutt 
and September deceive me, I am certain I fhall wind up at the 
year’s end, a better man by twenty per cent. than I can poilibly 
do under acontinuance of warm weather anda ferene fky, 
Indeed, Sir, as I {aid veiore, itis very hard to have one’s temper 
turned d ferently from that of other people, but neceflity has 
no law. I can derive no pleafure from your azure {kies—-your 
gentle zephyrs—the fanning of trees—cool grotros—limpid 
{tregms—and other graces and beauties which pocts celebrate 
on purpofe, I believe, to feduce induftrious people trom their 
fhops and counting-houfes. Thefe may be very fine things to 
behold, but when they are leagued againft aman, and attack 
his property in all directions, | hope you will make fome allows 
ance for him, if he fhould not be quite fo warm in their praifes, 
as thofe whofe fortunes are adequate to’ the enjoying of them 
with a full relith. 

Perhaps your correfpondent’s reading fy/tem might anfwer 
in cafes like mine, if 1 could venture to prefcribe it, or having 
done fo, if I could enforce my prefcription, but all the libraries 
in London are nothing to the circulating library of a watering 
place, nor is there any exercife we have accels to here, equal to 
ibaking the dice-box ata raffle, nor any fights the metropolis 
affords, equal to the genteel lounge of the family of Doiittle’s 
at the pump-room, or on the fea-lide. My eloquence, there- 
fore, andeven that of your correfpondent, which I take to be 
greater, would all be thrown away, and fink to nothing before 
the perfuafive arguments of tears, fits, pouting, and ill-humour, 
which never fail to accompany a compulfive confinement at 
home in fine weather. 

Your correfpondent talks of a man, “ having refources 
within himfelf.”’—Alas, Sir, who has refources within hime 
felf? Man isa gregarious animal. His happineis is the ag- 
gregate of anumber of contributions in which * the {malleft 
donations will be thankfully received.”” We borrow a bit of 
happinefs from one, anda bit from another, and make a patch- 
work fort of felicity, which falls to pieces the moment we begin 
to itretch it,and then we mutt look out for fre(h remnants, 
And all this, Sir, ftrange as it may feem, proceeds from /n- 
gevity. We live fo very long, that we think we have ten times 
more years on our hands than we have any ule tor, and hence 
our great proficiency in the art of Ailingtime. But may we 
not, 
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not, with all due deference to the mot expert of cur timc- 
killers, fulpect that they 


e r / 93 cere 2° 
—t Have fcotch’d the fnake, not kill’d it; 
«© She'll clofey and be heilelf; while their poor malice 
¢ PD P e > a . £ . a 
« Remains in danger of her former tooth !” 


Iam, Sir, &c. 
A CITIZEN. 


For the WEEXLY ENTERTAINER» 
NAT OU-*R* E> 


A RHAPSODY. 
s¢ Welcome, ye humble vales, ye flowery fhades, 
«© Ye chryftal fountains, and ye filent glades ! 
«© From the gay milery of the thoughtlets great, 
ss The walks of folly, the difeafe of itate.” 


Mrs. Hannan More. 


Nature! how beautiful, how lovely, are all thy works ! 

With what pleafuie do I gaze around, and view the 
vatt profufion of wifdom and infinite {kill that furround me. 
Bleffed retreat! where every object leads me to expiore the 
bounteous author of all goodnefs, who thus diltributes his fas 
vours to man, and teaches us to concur with him in promoting 
the univerial good, Woile Heaven, all communicative Hea 
ven, thus profufely fhowers down its bleilings, and imparts ta 
us all that can charm our fenfes, or ravith our grateful minds 
with innocent delight, fhall we, with contcacted arts, confine 
our pleafure tothe narrow linuts of teifith paffions, and not 
rather exert our utiuoft abilities, ia order to dilperfe a flood 
of joy, and reader the beautcous, the harmonious {ceney 
compleat ? 

But ah! how fma!l a fhare can I contribute to the great dee 
fign! Loft, in a mauner, amid{t the immenfity of nature, 
like a fingle flower amidft the numberiels number which 
enamel this verdant carpet, or aimali plant im this vernal land 
feape, too minute to gain the attention, and which could nat 
be mifled out of the blooming feene. But why do I com- 
plain? Am I not fufficiently happy, if, amidit we works of 
my Creator, 1 can, like them, by fulfiiing the dutics of my 
narrow 
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narrow fphere, promote the general {plendour and harmony of 


the whole. If the inanimate creation can give fuch pleafures 
to arational mind, how much nobler muft be the fatisfaction 
with which fuperior beings view the beauteous order of the 
more noble, the intellectual world, when the paffions and in- 
clinations of the mind compofe an harmonious {cene, infinitely 
more lovely than the fineft and mot elegant difpofitions of 
matter. 


Honiton, NEDDY. 





GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS, 
Fr SEPTEMBER, 1796. 
, 2:.A:R C4, 
T appears ftrange, at firit fight, to affirm that the councils 
of Kings, and the grand affairs of nations, have been in- 
fluenced even by the ftudies of mathematics and the belles 
lettres. Nothing, however, is more certain, By thofe ftudies, 
though in an indirect manner, the political ftate of Europe has 
been affected, and that ina very high degree. Jt had become 
fathionable in the early and long reign of Louis XIV: of 
France, to patronife the ftudies of both literature and the 
fciences. Academies for the cultivation of thefe were infti- 
tuted in France, nobly endowed with pecuniary funds; as well 
as with honours.—Nothing could excced the obfequious adu- 
lation of the academicians; who, once, had it in contempla- 
tion to offer the reward of a golden medal to the beft dif- 
courle, or oration, - the quetti ny © By which of all his 
virtues was his Majefty moft eminently diftinguifhed ?” But 
this obfequioufnels was not, it feems, inco npatible with vanity. 
The felf-conceit and arrogance of Frenchmen was nourifhed 
and heightened —Philoiophy becam= the tone. Fewcould be 
ftatcimen, or hold the princip.l places in the gift of the courts 
but all could be 2 ofophers. Pnilofophy gratified vanity, 
confoled difappointment, and, as a vehicle of cenfu ire, fatiated 
revenge. The numer of philofophers daily increafed: And 
philofophy, which, under various forms, and in divers mannets, 
had influenced the public councils, and fate of France, took 
violent pofleffion of the French monarchy. 

It was faid by an ancient ¢ ge, that then, and then only wouul 
ftates be happy, when either philofophers bore rule, or when 
the rulers itudied philofophy.—Either the fage was a falfe 
9 prophet, 
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prophet, or the French rerormers are falfe philofophers. For 
what is the fum of all their defigns and all their doings? They 
have thrown all things into confufion and horror, The inten- 
tions of fome, nay of many might, and probably were good: 
But great was their weaknets in moving more than they could 
wield, and committing the helm of reafon to the ftorm of 
paffion. 

The fucceffes of the French have, indeed, proved their 
power, but not their wiidom, good temper, or virtue. —It would 
require an uncommon degree of moderation and purity of 
morals to eftadiifaa republican form of government in fo vak 
and populous a country as France: But what is to be expected 
when the French nation do not poflefs even a common thare of 
moderation and moral goodnels, but are noted for fierinefs of 
temper and corruption of manners, and are now habituated to 
all manner of crimes? Like the hellifh hoft in Milton, they 
“ ftand only by confufion.” 

It is clearly, therefore, the intereft of the prefent rulers, the 
Directory, to continue the war; and therefore, we confels, 
that our hopes of peace, when the French were proud, and fe- 
rocious from fuccefs, as they were at the time when a meflen- 
ger was fent to Paris, were not fanguine. How far their late 
check, and fubfequent difaiters in (germany, may have taught 
them fobricty, or how far thefe difafters may have been coune 
terbalanced, by advantages in other quarteis, we have not yet 
been informed. 

It is impoffible to calculate how long it may be practicable 
for the republic to maintain its external power, and internal 
authority, by plundering its neighbours. As, on the one band, 
it is very weak, to confound, with poor Sir :> hn d’Ivernois, 
wealth with power 5 fo, on the other aand, it is certain, that 
neither the phylical refources o: Tr rance, nor the neighoouring 
countries on whom fhe maxes her depredations, is inexhaut-~ 
tible. Regular induitry a foring, perpetually flowing: 
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Rapine, to whatever exte aty is aa artificial refervoir that nutty 


fooner or later, be exhaulted. “he Romans, indeed, by war 
chiefly maintained their spree n for athoufand years over the 


barbarous world, aud Greece funk he i etter minacy and corrups 
tion! The French bave not to do with effeminate and corrupt 
nations only. In widening their ciscle, they have to encoun- 
ter, not only the Britifh nation, neither encrvated, nor fo core 
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they exhauft their refources, by dilatation, they muft meafure 
their arms with more, and more numerous and formidable cp- 
ponents. The fate of nations is not now, as formerly decided 
by one battle, or one campaign. Art cafts the balance in 
favour of occupancy. And though the minds and hearts of 


Spaniards, Italians, Dutch, and too many-Germans, feem to 
have been ftruck blind, and palfied by the immediate hand of 
>] I 2 
God ; yet even thefe nations will recover from their ftupor, if, 


in the progre(s of conque(t, the French fhall experience that 
weaknefs, and fuffer thofe difcomfitures that are highly probable 
to happen, 

Bur if, on the contrary, they fhall make peace with their 
neighbours, then, according to all appearaneccs, nothing is to 
be expected but civil war. Philofopiers and books that oc 
cafioned the difeafe will not be adequate to the provifion of a 
remedy. Nothing can abate the delirium of paffion, but the 
experience of thole evils that flow fromit. Adverfity will, in 
the courfe of time, bring back even the French nation to their 
fober fenfes, Every party will with for fome order of affairs 
diff. rent from the prefent ; but no party will be inclined to 
adopt the fyftem of cotemperaries and rivals. And therefore 
all will be difpofed to reftore, under certain limitations (and 
we with and trutt not on any other conditions,) the ancient 
monarchy.— Phefe predictions we hazard ata time when the 
power of France is moft rampant: Although the fame and 
reward of true prophecy, in this country, be not very great. 
The ftatefthen, and otter politicians, who prediéted the danger 
of forcing France to become a military republic, have not yet 
met with the confidence commonly placed in true prophets. 


S PATI N. 


The court of Madrid has engaged, very foolithly, to a, in 
yo 





conjunction with France, duiing the courfe of the prefent war, 
offentively againft England. [hat court is jealous of the 
naval fuperiority of England; but doubticls, this would be 
abforbed in a nearer and itronger jealoufy, if the Spanifh 
government were not either moit cep! lorab! y infatuated and 
befoited, or under the terror of the rc public. —Ie i is a wonder- 
ful thing to fee a branch of the houfe of Bourbon, a defcendant 
ot Lewis XIV. incontederacy with the murderers of Lewis 
XVI. King of France. But tas is not more wonderful than 
to behold the Pope of Rome inalliance with infidels, blaiphemers 
of God, and even /worn enemies to the Chiiftiaa religion. 


9 ITALY. 
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‘tA he Gs 

In an encmy’s country, an army muft either retreat, or ad- 
vance to final and complete congueft and 50g It is 
fearcely { poli! ble that Bi wonaparte, with all his fucceffes, will be 
able to fubdue and retain all italy in fubje&ion.—With the 
example of the Nei apolitans on the fout! wer the Germans on 
the north, the Vrinces and States of Italy will,in all proba- 
bility, amidft the variable events of war, be rouzed by fome 
favourable conjun-ture, cordially to unite for driving back the 
barbarians beyoud the mountains, and afferting their political 
independence. 

GER M A‘R: ¥. 

The tide of affairs is turned’ in Germany. The {fpirit of 
the peafants, the frength of the country, is found to be in 
unifon with that of the court of Vienna, and the glorious Auf- 
trianarmy. The French retreat in every quarter. The 
effect of this,in Italy, and among the weak, and daftardly, and 
treacherous Princes of Germany, mult be important. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


he meeting of the New Parliament has naturally excited 
avery general attention, It is indeed, highly probable, that 
its complexion does not materially differ from that of tiie laft. 
But its fituation, and the very critical period in which it is 
called to at—whether it will fanction the continuance of the 
war, through the influence of Adminiftration, or indepen 
dently exercife its own energies, cannot yet be afc we eT 
The King’s fpeech, commonly and juitly termed the fpeech 
of the Minifter, contains in it a variety of important informas 
tion, and is clear and explicit. His Majefty declares, that he 
fhallimmediately fend a perfon to Paris totreat for peace, andy 
if that ftep idhould prove ineffeciual, and reafonable terms be 
rejected, that then every mealure fhall be taken to oppofe all 
the efforts of the enemy with increafed activity and energy. 
His Majetty confirms the report, that the French intend to 
invade Great Britain, and he jultly obferves, that the proper 
precautions fhould be taken to reader fuch an attempt the fure 
means of the confulion andruin cf the enemy. 

Succefsful as the Britifh arms have been in the Eaft and 
Wet Indies, the unhealthinefs of the latter has, ina great de- 
gree, prevented their effect, This, however, is a circumftance 
which human contrivance is unable to guard againft. If in- 
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creafed pefleflions in either of thofe countries are at all defira« 
firable, it is entirely for the purpofe of extending our com- 
merce. In any other view, the expence of keeping fuch ex- 
tenfive and diftant pofleflions would be more than adequate to 
their real value. 

What meafures, then, is it the intereft of Great Britain to 
purfue ? The anfwer is eafy, and the confequences evident. 
Taught wifgom by long and dear-bought experience, let her, 
as foon as fhe can, with dignity and prudence, exonerate here 
felf from the prefe t calamitous, and as far as it refpects her- 
felf, moft unprofitable war. Let her fet an example to Eu- 
rope, and the world, that to her only true alty, the Emperor of 
Germany (whofe {pirited and ; gallant condud&, in the moft cri- 
tical and unfortunate circum ances, will be recorded with 
honourable mention in the page of hiftory) the will prove 
faithful and fteady ; and rather run further rifks than defert a 
Prince whofe conduct has furnithed fo perfect a contraft to the 
daftardly fupinenefs of the Dutch, the unnatural coalition of 
the Spaniards (formerly famous for their good faith), or, to 
carry the climax to the highctt, to the completely perfidious 
and moft unprincipled conduct of the King of Pruffia. 

Never was Great Britain taught fo completely the little de- 
pendence there is to be placed on continental conne&i ons; 
never was it fo coi rpletely proved, that the moft folemn pub- 
lic treaties are turned into a farce when it happens to be con- 
venient to break them; and every friend to Great Britain 
mutt fincerely wifh that her own domeftic interetts may never 
more be { facrificed, nor her wealth and her fabjects become 
victims, to the uncertain tflue of moft continental connections, 

Let virtuous ir iduftry be encouraged, and every advantage 
of cur ifolated fituation be improved, Let not corruption be 
encouraged, nor integrity be obliged to bow at the fhrine of 
batenefs, or be pin ifhed for nob! y refufing to be guilty of fo 
bafe ana&t. Then mz y England bid de fiance to all her ene- 
mies; then will the rife fuperior to all their efforts, and {till 
maintain, with equal, if not increafed dignity, her rank among 
the nations, as a commercial, enlightened, and really free 





nation. 


AFFECTING EPISODE. 
[vom Mifs Helen Maria Williams’s Letters. ] 
*® Lady, whofe benevolence ted her to vifit and relieve the 


LX innocent victims of tyranny > fi riding among them an 
amiable 
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amiabie and lovely fufferer, for whom fhe felt herfelf particus 
larly interefted, inquires the reafon of ber calamities, and is 
anfwered by an elderly woman : 

I fuffer lefs for myfelf, Madam, than for this young perfon, 
whom I have adopted, and given to my daughter asa filter. 
She has not like us, pafled her lifein indigence ; fhe has been 
accultomed to better days; and though fhe never complains 
but labours, without ceafing, with us to procure our {canty 
meal, we know that fhe muft feel a thoufand hard‘hips to 
which we are infenfible. Her father [at that. name the 
young lady’s tears fell faft upon her work] was put to death 
by the revolutionary tribunal, Poor man! they {cized all his 
property in the country, they ftripped him of every thing, and 
then dragged him, in the midft of laft winter, to be tried at 
Paris. His daughter followed him on foot. Delicate as fhe 
appears, fhe found fufficient {trength to walk fifty leagues, 
and accompany the cart in which he was brought with feveral 

other prifoners. It was fhe who, in the different places through 
which they pafled, prepared his food, and begged fometimes a 
blanket, fometimes a little ftraw, to cover him inthe dun- 
geons where he was forced to pafsthe nights. She never 
ceafed to follow and confole him, till they reached the Con- 
ciergerie, when fhe could fee him nomore. For three month 
this poor young lady watched from morning till night at the 
doors of the committees, in order, as the members pafled, to 
plead for her aged father. Sometimes they made her perfidious 
promifes, and fometimes they tried to terrify her with threats. 
At length her father appeared before the bloody tribunal. He 
could have proved that they had miftaken him ior another: 
but the execrable Dumas, who prefided, would not fuffer hia 


to fpeak. When he was condemned to die, iis daughter, 


who was prefent, gave a fhrick, and was inftantly dragged 
out of the cout. Her father faw her: * Ob! my child,’ 
hecrie!, * I muit leave you then to defpair, to all the horrors 
of want.” And fhe has, indeed, Madam, fulfered much. 
The hope of being ufeful to ver father fupported her while he 
lived; but the night after his execution we heard her, fi ir fhe 

lodged in the next room to us, heave fuch moans as piereed our 
hearts. We heardher call upon her father a thoufand times ia 
fuch accents, that, in fhort, my daughter could bear it no 
longer ; and, hurrying on her clothes, the forced her wav into 





‘the ftranger’s room, and tried to give her comfort ; but all fhe 


could do v was to weep wit’) her. “Since that time I[ have per 
fuaded, indeed I have forced her to live with us, that fhe might 
A 2 not 
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not be left alone to defpair. She has fome friends in the 
province wnere fhe lived, who would perhaps give her fhelter; 
but the has no longer ftrength to make the journey on foot; 
and fhe has no refources, having long ago fold her watch, and 
all her little trinkets, to fupply her father with food. 








The Hiftory of Knowledge, Learning, and Tafte, in 
Great Britain, during the Reign of King Charles the 
Firft. 

[From the New Annual Regifter for the Year 1795.] 


(Continued from Page 288.) 


*-T “HE more enlightened views of liberty which had taken 

place under the reign of Elizabeth, had, as we have 
“'ready remarked, been extended and improved under that of 
James. Charles I. unhappily afcended the throne with preju- 
dices in favour of hereditary and indefeafible right, fimilar to 
thofe of bis predeceflor; and what the father had only been 
called upon to defend by words, the fon was compelled to affert 
by ation, The exhaufted ftate of the finances (that moft 
fatal fource of all national diforganization), the anticipations 
of the revenue of the crown, and the neceffity of additional 
fupplies for defraying the expences of naval and military arma- 
ments, afforded an opportunity, which was eagerly feized, of 
contracting the exorbitant power claimed by the monarch. 
The enlarged minds of many among the firft Parliament of 
Charles readily comprehended that it was neceflary, either 
entirely to abandon the privileges of the people, or to fecure 
them by firmer barriers than had yet been provided. Their 
fittings, however, pafled in complaints of grievances, which at 
that time had not always the beft foundation, and in entire 
uncompliance with the demands for money, which were made 
bythe King. The fecond Parliament was {till more refrace 
tory, and was foon diflolved ; but the anger of the Commons 
was excited by the imprifonment of two of their Members, 
wo had ventured to accufe the favourite, Buckingham; and 
their ubftinacy was confiimed by the King’s releafing them 
without further puniihment. 

The fupplies which the King was unable to obtain from his 
Parliament, he endeavoured to procure by compounding with 
the Catholics for difpenfing with the penal laws in their dise 
favours 
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avour, by loans and benevolences, and by the famous expedient 


f fhip-money. Inthe extreme want of money which fuce 


, ’ 
ceeded, desimetied for feoply had recourle to a general loan 5 
and each man was required to pay that preciic ium which 
would have fallen to his fharc, had the vote for tour fubfidies 


pated i intoalaw. The people were, however, informed, that 
this was not to be called a fusfidy but a loan; and the nation 
could not but feel that fach mealfures rendered Parliaments 
fuperfluous. Many 1 
by an order from the Council, and afterward, by a petiticnto the 

i 

1 


ho refufed comp'iance, were imprifon 


P 
oe } ae i : ° y) f-¢ 
Ki ify RE tieir bio (Ve But Sir Eb omas iarnci, a 
Valeer Earl, Sir Bo ite det, Sir John iy am, and 
’ nm 
Sir Edmo ond Hampden, refufed this fuomiffion, and demanded 


their releafe, not as a favour from the c surt, Out as their right 


by the la vs of tl vei country. The queftion was brought to 
folemn trial in the Kiag s-be ich and the King was attonifhed 
to obferve that a pow r, which his corrupt courtiers had pere 
fuaded him was a part of hislezal prerogative, was found upon 
trial, to be direttly opp vite to the cleareft law, and fupported 
by no undoubted precedents in courts of judicature. 

The third Parliament, ¥en d oy the imprifonment of their 
former Members, by forced loaus, and the tax upon tonnage 
and poundage, feemed refalved to grant no fupplies till their 
grievances were redrefled, For every fupply, therefore, which 
was granted to the croy 7 fome conceffion in favour of civil 
liberty was extorted. he fycophants of the court loudly ex- 
claimed again{t the contumacy of the Commons 3 but their 
power did not appear for:midable ; The Englith annals had not 
yet furnithed an inftance of a rev lution etfected by the third 
order of the ftate. The lofty claims of prerogative on the 
one hand, and of privileges on the other, were ug ed wi th ve- 
hemence and acrimony, but inveltigated with precifion. So 
thoroughly, indeed, was the fubject then exanined, that modern 
times have not produccd one argument in favour of ierts, 
which was not repeatedly adduced and jnforced a the enlight- 
ened politicians of the reignof Charles 1. The pol.cy which 
has fince been purfued, of chaling Miniters from their Pare 
liamentary intereft or talents, ; nd of con erring offices upon 









thofe leaders who encroach too much on royal authority, in ex 
pectation that th “y will become more careful not to diminifh 
that power which has become their own, was firft adopted in 
this reign; & s fac yroof,”’ fays Hume, * that a ecret res 


volution had han yened in the coattitution, and had neceditated 


} 


the prince toadopt new maxims of government.” 


The 
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The celebrated Petition of Right, which was framed in this 
Parliament, exhivited ail the claims of the fubje& to fecurity 
and protection. The rights of the people were accurately 
defined; and the difperfion of the petition throughout the 
nation made the arguments on thefe fubjects familiar to every 
rank. ‘The eloquence of Parliament, now well refined from 
the pedantry of the preceding reign, animated with the fpirit 
of liberty, and employed in the mott im; portant interefts, com- 
manded general attention, The illegality of levying war 
without the confent of Parliament, of imprifoning the tubject 
ai the will of the monarch,—of quartering foldiers, and exe 
eceting martial law contrary to the laws of the land, which 
form the bafis of this petition, having received a tardy and res 
luctant aflent from the King, the royal prerogative was confe- 
quently confiderably circumfcribed, and additional fecurity was 
given to the liberty of the fubject. 

‘Te political difcuffions which fo univerfally prevailed, 
probably had fome effect in improving the reaionings of the 
Judges, refpeQing the law of the land. When urged by the 
monarch to put Felton to the torture in order to difcover his 
accomplices in the death of the Duke of Buckingham, they 
declared that, though tie practice had becn very utual, it was 
certainly illegal. 

In this reign, fo important to the claims of liberty, perhaps 
no circumftance tended more toits being generally underftood, 
than the trial of the immortal John Hampden, After the 
impofition of fhip-money, Caarles had, in order to difcourage 
all oppofition, propoled to the Judges; “ Whether, in a cafe of 
necellity, for the defence of tie kingdom, he might not impofe 
this tax? And whether he was not te fole judge of the 
ne cellity : 
afirmative ; but Hampden reiolved, rather than to fubmit 
tancly to this illegal impoliton, to ftand . legal profecution, 
and expofe himfest to ail the indignation é the court. The 
event of this trial could not but be foreieen 5 four only among 
thefe corrupt minifters of juitice fupported the arguments 

againtt this arbitrary exaction 5 but the patriotic champion of 
freedom, obtained that, for which alone he contended: The 
principles of government became generally inveftigated, and 
the people were taught, that their rigiucs and liberties were fub- 
verted, and arbi rary authority exercifed over the kingdom. 
A jealouly was excited reipecting ail the meafures of govern- 
ment; and the fubfequent trials and execution, of Strafford, 


6 and 


Phefz queitions were antwered by them in the 
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and of Laud, evince the ardour with which all fufpicions of 
this nature were profecuted, 
Had the Commons of England contented themfelves with 
reforming the abufes that actually exifted,—had they refpe&ted 
he juft prerogatives of the crown, as weil as their own 
privileges, —px ofterity would for ever venerate thofe iluftrious 
fathers of Enelith liberty. The diforder into which the 
paffions, prejudices, and views of the different partics, after- 
ward precipitated the nation, fets bounds to our reverence and 
effeem. Yet we cannot but advert, with grateful pleafure, to 
the firit meafures of the Long Parliament, in which abufes 
were rectified, grievances redrefled, and provifions made 
againft a return of fimilar complaints. Our latting obligas 
tions are due to thofe whofe generous exertions procured aa 
abolition cf the Star-Chamber, and its arbitrary exactions, 
and of the High Commiffion Court; and who, by the bill for 
the triennial Parliamet nt, which could not be adjourned, pros 
rogued, or diflolved under fifty eayts without its own confent, 
completed the ftructure of lawand liberty. The ge onene 
of this bill to public liberty was fo well underftood, that when 
it pafle d,g great rejoicings took place throughout tie then and 
folema thanks were preieated to is M jetty by both Houfes of 
Parliament. 
This was the time,” fays Mr. Hume, when genius and 
capacity of alikinds, freed ‘rom the reftraints of authority, and 
nourithed by unbounded hopes ant projects, began to exert 
themfelves, and to be diltinguifhed by the public. ‘Then was 
cclebrated the fagacity of Pym, more ficted for ufe than orna- 
ment, matured, not chilled, by his advanced age and long ex~ 
perience. ‘Then was difslayed the mighty ambition of Hamp- 
den, taught difgufe, not mod ‘ration, by former conftraint, 
fupported by courage, conducted by prudence, embellifhed by 
modefty. Then, too, was known the dark, ardent, and dan- 





gerous character of St. Joln,—the imperuous {pirit of Hollis, 

aa ge : 
—the enthufiattic genius of young Vane. The lively and 
animated Digby difplayed his eloquence 01 this occa 


rf 
' 


fic 

fitm and undaunted Cap-l,—the modeft and candid | 

In the hf of patriotic royaliits are found too the virtucus 
names of Falkland and of Hyde.” 

Thefe characters of tne hittorian, thougs meee are fo juff, 

that little more is neceflary to be added. ‘Totheir fpeeches in 


} been 


Parliament, and their pertonal exertions, wietie has 





much more indebted for the extenfion of freedom, than to their 
abilities as writers. ‘Cheirtalents were exerted in the fenate 
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and the field, Indeed, religious opinions were fo entirely th 
avowed batis of every fpecch, and of every act under this 
reign, that every queftion of civil right became blended with 


theological difcutlion ; and under this head we have therefore 






claffed many of thofe who laboured the mof ftrenuouly fox 
he extenfion of freedom. After the deat Je 
sy es,a difcourfe of his was printed, con: 


srivile ges of the fubject, which contains many excell 
obf ervations in favour of liberty. Sir Heary Wotton 
*«¢ The State of Chriftendom,” a work tire: Ab throws 
light up on the tranfactions of that time, and the aétors con- 





cerned in them. Few, however, of the political writings of 
this reiza have equal pretenfions to eloquence, with the me- 


morials published in the name of his Majelty, but, in reality, 
c mpofed y the Lords Falkland and Clarendon. The frit 
regular definition of the cenititution is contained in one of 
thele declarations; and three fpecics of government, mo- 
narchical, arittocratical, and democratic ly blended together, 
are ftatedas the component materials of the government of 


England, 
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IMPORTANT SCOTCH IMPROVEMENTS. 


CIR W. FORBES, proprictor of the village north of Pits 
J fligo, Aberdeenthire, bas offered a number of filver me- 
dals, and prizes of trom fix guineas and under, for inclofing 
from moor ground, and producing crops of grain, to the firit 
weavers that fhall fettle in the village, and have looms at work, 
for manufacturiny certain quantities of linen cloth, fowing 
grals, knitting certain numbers of pairs of ftockings, keeping 
the greateft number of beehives, and building and occupying 
the firit flated houfe in the villege, &c. 


The ovjects of the great canal projected between Edin surg 
and Giaigow, are to fup ply Britiia and Irifh ports, and allo 
fore ign counties with Clydefdale coal, to juin tie two feas on 
the caftern and wefiern coafts, to unite Edinburg! *h and Glafs 
POW, aud to iaife Jumerous and extenfive mauautactures in by 
tar the greateft coal and lime country in Europe. 
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An ANECDOTE. 


N June Jaft, in the parith of Offchurch, in Warwickhhire, 

a large flight of crows, aud another of rocks, were ob- 

ferved to fettle in a field, and commence a fevere battle, [pare 

ring at each other like gamecocks: Some labourers ruthed in 

among them,and found four of the combatants dead, and 
others fo crippled as to efcape with difficulty. 





niwer, by Noah Coles, Junior, of Crediton, to the Rebns inferted 
7} 2 YY ? Ors ? 
‘June 13. 


HE initials when join’d right and true, 
A GOAT came foon into my view. 


+§+ We have received the like aniwer from G. Harrifon, 
junior, and J. Curtis, Eaft Coker; Nicholas Nemo; Tom, 
of Lifkeard; T. Greenflade, of Chard {chool; R. James, ot 
Gulval; T. Whicker, Exon; J. Turner, of Langport; and 
W. Hawkins, of Crediton, 


Anfwer, by F. Be Chivers, of St. Aujiell, to R. 1.’s Charade, in- 
jerted ‘fune 206 


Wwe winds blow loud from pole to pole, 
And lightoings flafh, and thunders roll ; 
When foaming billows ma:ly rife 
Then for the Land the failor cries; 
When that Great God, the Ruler of the World, 
Lets drup the fe ne, we iottantly are hurl’d 
Into the filent Grave, there to remain fecure 
For filthy, hungry infects to devour: 
Join both thefe parts, and they’ll prefent, 
LANDGRAVE—which is the title meant. 


ti] We have received the like anfwer from T. Greenflade, 
of Chard fchool; G. Harriton, junior, Eaft Coker; William 
Maddick, Ratter,; F. Hancock, and P, Gove, of Exeter 
T. Buiiock, St. Coluinb; $8. Hull, near Dawhih; N. Coles, 
Junior, and W, Hawkins, of Crediton; Jona Lurner, Lang 
port aad 5. OAapton, of Ottery Ste Mary. 

Vou, XXVIII. 712, 3b A QUES- 
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4 QUESTION, by T. Bullock, of St. Columb, 
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HERE is a ficld in the form of a rectangle, and if the 

longeft fide be multiplied by the fhorteft, the produce 

== 6663 and if the fquare of the fhorteft be added to the fquare 

of the longeft fide, the fum is equal to 1693 poles. It is res 
quired to find the fides of the faid field, 





4n ENIGMA, by T. D. canes 


UDICIOUS GENTS, lend an attentive ear, 

~ And from what follows make my name appear 5 
Know ye that I, when fullen winter reigns, 

And gioomy fhadows fadden all the plains 5 

When the keen wintry tempeft doth arife, 

And clouds afcend, and darken all the {kies ; 

Then I’m ne’er feen; no—thefe muft all be own: 
And fummer (hail, thou offspring of the fun !) 
Mutt take its place; and fend more fultry rays, 
And fan the landicape with a gentler breeze: 
Then when bright Sol, refulgent god of day ! 
Moves down the weft, and fends a feebler ray 
O’er all the earth; and then withdraws his light, 
And with a fplendid glance bids all good night, 
Then I exiftence have, and flow defcend, 

And o’er the earth my gem-like form extend : 
Aad fhould young Strephon, with his Delia fairy) 
To yonder wood e ntangled bower repair, 

‘To pafs an hour, or take the morning air— § 
Doubticfs they'll lee me onthe verdant greeny 

Or on yon tow’ring hill I’m to be feen. 

Behold the leaves of yon majeftic tree, 

‘There you, no d loubr, will foon difcever me; 

Or fhould you feck the wood’s impervious fhade, 
You there will find me in the lonely glade 

Where ne’er the hollow footfteps mark’d the ground), 
Or ‘near th’ meandering ftream 1’m to be found: 
In fhort you’ll find I’m not confin’d at home, 
For oftentimes to diftantlands roam. 
But mark, ye gents. when {plendid So! doth rife, 
Then | am quickly hid fiom mental eyes. 


POETRY. 
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On the Pleafures and happy Termination of a Virtuous Lifes 


[From Mr. Lettice’s Tranflation of Mr. Ifaac Hawkins Browne’s 


9999 


Poem, ‘‘ De Animi Immortalitate. 


N contraft ftrong, how rolls the brighter day 
Of innocence unblam’d ! of: thofe whoknow 

By worthielt deeds, to captivate mankind, 
Whofe rare inventions diftant ages blefs ! 
Self-praife, {weet-ftreaming from ne€tareous fource 
Of conicience pure, their fpirit fcoths; calm fhines 
‘Their countenance; nor fear, nor envious care 
Their flumber breaks ; their finewy limbs nor wine, 
Nor luftenfeebles; fortune’s frown, nor fmile, 
This ne’er dejeéts, nor that elates their mind ; 
Cheer’d by remoter hopes all chance they brave, 
When, gently lapfed their courfe, at length old age 
Tnfenfibly fteals on, approaching death 
Seems but to them, all ills, all dangers paft, 
Their port of long-fought fafety, now in fight, 


Approaching death brings terror and difmay 
To him alone, who fears if aught fucceed 
The grave ; not him whofe blamelefs path 
Fair truth and fanétity of manners guide. 
Dofflng thefe mortal {poils, his {pirit free 
Exults; o’er heaven a fweeter ray diffus’d, 
Thus {miles the golden fun his fetting near. 
He, when, at length, arriv’d his lateft day, 
To life immortal lifts his gladden’d eye, 
With hopes triumphant hails the fields of light ; 
Caught here the foretalte of eternal blits. 


Such was the fage whofe ever-honour’d name 
Fond I recal ; the mitre’s ornament, 
And freedom’s beft-defender, while the ftate 
Such champion needed: Worcelter’s prelate*, he 
Now full of days, nigh told a hundred years, 
In honours flourifhing, each fenfe poflets’d, 
Free from each malady, exempt trom pain, 
With living fated, calm from life withdrew, 
As fome egregious actor quits the ftage, 
While the whole theatre’s applaufes ring ; 
Or, won the race, amid the gazing plain, 
The joyous victor claim’d th’ Olympic palm. 
ADDRES 


* The excellent Bifhop Hough. 
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ADDRESS #0 the BARD.—By dis Native Muse. 


Written by the late Ropert Burns. 


¥%R7ITH future hope I oft would gaze, 
VY = Fond, on thy little early ways, 
Thy rudely-caro!’ d, ¢ chiming phrafe 
In uncouth rhymes, 
Fir’d at the fimple, artlefs lays 
OF other times. 
I faw thee feek the founding fhore, 
De eked’ with the dafhing roar ; 
Or, when the north his fleecy flore 
Drove thro’ the fky. 
I faw grim nature’s vifage hoar 
Struck thy young cye. 


r, when the deep green-mantled earth 
Warm cherith’d every flow’ret’s birth, 
And joy and mufic pouring forth 

In every 2rove, 
{ faw thee eye the gen’ral mirth 
With boundlefs love. 


When ripen a Eelds and azure fkies 

Call’d forth the reaper’s ruitling noife, 

I faw thee leave their ev vening joys, 
And lonel y ftalk, 

Tovent thy boiom’s {welling rife 


In pe: nfive walk. 


v 


When youthful love, warm blufhing ftrong, 
Keen-fhiv’ri ng, fhot thy nerves along, 
Thofe accents *eratef ul to thy tongue 
(Th’ Adored Namc), 
taug she hee chow to pour in jong, 
foothe thy flame. 


-_ 


I faw thy pulfe’s madd’ Ling play, 
Wild, fend the e pleatur 5 devious way, 
Milled by fancy’s meteor ray, 
By p: {fi mn driven: 
Bots od aftray 
But yet, the light that led aftray 
Was—light from Heaven, 




















AREFLEC TION. 








{I vain purfuit! to {eek for peace on earth, 
d hope, anid the world’s tumultuous throng 
j i ie fruitof tnnate worth, 
h con{cious reaion {peaks our actions wrongs 
tid we not frit crate from off che mind, 
er May injure o1 diltrets the breait, 
eexpect a lait peace tu find, 
r fondly hope io be with comforts bleit. 








